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II.—-Homz ADMINISTRATION. 


(a) — Police. 


ch Bankipore | of the 21st February 18 sorry that thefts are frequent] 
whoosh te taking place in the Sthanva thana in the Pats 
district. No steps are, however, being taken by 
the police authorities to check this. The local police makes perfunctor 
investigations. ‘Ihe District Superintendent of Police ought to direct his 
attention to the matter. 


9. The Burdwan Sanjivani [Burdwan] of the 24th February says that 
according to the laws of Manu the Sovereign is, by 
virtue of his position, bound to safeguard the lives 
and properties of those over whom he rules. This 
rule used to guide the administration of the ancient Hindu monarchs, and to a 
great extent that of Musalman rulers also. During the early period of British 
rule also this time-honoured custom used to be followed. But the retrograde 
policy of later days has confiscated the lands which used to maintain the 
chaukidar and laid the burden of maintaining him on the weak shoulders of the 
poor raiyat. It has ignored the ee Bs that as the raiyat is bound to pay 
revenue to the Sovereign, he is legally and morally entitled to receive good 
government in exchange, and chaukidari service is not an inconsiderable 
feature of good government. ‘This retrograde and unfair policy has created a 
wide discontent in the country. It is, therefore, extremely desirable that the 
chaukidari tax should be abolished. | 


8. The Murshidabad Hitaishi {Murshidabad] of the 25th February once 
more requests the authorities (see Report on Native 


Papers for 7th February, ar 2 3) to reward 
the Havildar Constable Hamidad Khan of Sujaganj thana in the Murshidabad 


Recrudescence of theft in Patna. 


The Sovereign's duty and the 
chaukidari tax. 


A Constable deserving of reward. 


district, through whose efforts some thefts were recently traced, It is absolutely | 


necessary for.the purpose of increasing the efficiency of the police to reward 
officers like Hamidad Khan. 


4. The Jyoti | Chittagong] of the 26th February says that it is rumoured 
that after three weeks of the occurrence of the 
incident reported in a previous issue (see Report on 
Native Papers for 14th February, paragraph 5), the 
district authorities have reported the case to have been an accidental one. But 
have they mentioned in the report the name of the person who caused the 
accident? Many people are saying that it was caused by the District Superinten- 
dent of Police. Accident or riot, and by whomsoever caused, every one would be 


happy to see the bereaved family of the poor deceased materially helped by 
the authorities, | 


d. The Sanjivani [Calcutta] of the 26th February says that the reply, 
which the Hon’ble Maulvi Siraj-ul-Islam’s inter- 
pellation in the Bengal Legislative Council on the 
chaukidari tax elicited from the Chief Secretary, discloses a remarkable igno- 
rance of fact and want of common sense on the part of Government. 
ernment certainly knows that within the last two or three years the chaukidari 
tax has beer enhanced by 50 or 100 per cent. in almost all villages, And is this 
not oppression? Again, where are the people who bear the burden of a. tax 
with cheerfulness as Bengal villagers have been said to bear the chaukidari tax ? 
In England the sanction of Parliament must be taken before making an enhance- 
ment, however small, of a tax. In India also the legislature must be moved if 
& pie 1s to be added to the rate of the income-tax. But the chaukidari tax— 
a tax which is paid by poor and dumb villagers,—can be increased by 50 or even 
100 per cent. by the order of a District Magistrate. The Bengal ‘villagers do 
_ hot know how to ventilate their grievances. They are therefore to a great 
extent responsible for the ignorance of the authorities about their real condition. 
But they should now take a hint from the pronouncement of the Bengal Gov- 
ernment on the chaukidari tax, and begin to batter the ears of the authorities 
with complaints in relation to it. The editor offers his services to those who 
Will not be able to communicate directly with Government, dnd asks them 
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to send their communiques to him. He will take it upon himself to send them 
to Government. si 
6. The same paper gives the following account of chaukidari administra. 
iii, ie. 6 i tion in he oS Monty within the 
Chaul administration anj subdivision of the Pabna district :— 
asap shar iglesias . ’ With the exception of a few rich people, the 
village is inhabited by middle class and poor men. i. ca there were two 
chaukidars in the village. But under the new system an addition of one man 
has been made to their number. The chaukidari tax has been enhanced some- 
where by 50 and somewhere by 100 per cent. It has to be paid for even unoccupied 
houses. Even the poorest woman, who cannot make the two ends meet, has to 
pay it at the enhanced rate. The collecting panchayet seizes the moveables in 
men’s houses even in the absence of their male members. Great oppression ig 
committed on those who fail to pay the tax on a fixed day. .The mate chauki- 
dar lords it over every one. Statistics in connection with all this can be given 
if required. That the chaukidars do not guard the houses of the villagers is 
proved by the fact that the number of theft cases has increased in the village, 
which one man can walk round in one hour. 
7. The Hitavadi [Calcutta] of the 27th February says that in Behala, a 


village within two miles of Belvedere, half a dozen 

Dacoities in a village near dacoities occurred during the last two years, with- 
—— out a single case being traced by the police. There 
was a case, again, on the 30th January last. About fifteen or twenty dacoits 
looted the house of one Nilkanta, and carried off property worth two to three 


thousand rupees, No police officer turned up while the dacoity was going on 
so near the thana. 


If the police is so inefficient, why does not Government allow the people 

the free use of arms for the protection of their life and property ? 
8. <A correspondent of the same paper draws the attention of the police 
. a eke . authorities to the conduct of the Sub-Inspector of 
Sub-Inspector. SSCSS:*St*t*~<«sé«sA tts ins thee Ullubariia subdivision of the Howrah 
district in connection with the case of the swindlers, 
who opened aclub in Amta and were cheating people by means of bogus 
lotteries. An enquiry will show that the Sub-Inspector did not conduct the 
case against the swindlers properly, and was at the outset even unwilling to 

move against them. 


9. The same paper complains that the police force which has been sent by 
iia oases ie a ay Me ie Officer of Serampore te - 
: ae So ee ee district to village Manirampur within the 
ee ‘uriediction of the Chanditala cane to arrest the 
offenders who seriously wounded a constable of the above thana, in the course 
of an investigation which was held into alleged surreptitious distillation of 
liquor in the village, are committing great oppression on the villagers. 
10. The Basumati | Calcutta] ot the 28th February says that every night 
sictetinte tha ce ida dacoities are taking place in some village or other 
situated near some railway station in the Hooghly 
district, and the people of those villages have come to consider their life and 
property extremely unsafe. The dacoits are not successful every night, for 
there are occasions when they are resisted and have to run away. It is true, 
dacoities were very frequent under Musalman rule, but the dacoits of those 
times attacked the houses of only rich people. But the present dacoits of the 
Hooghly district are sparing none, not even poor hawkers. ‘The strangest 
thing about these dacoities is that they are committed in the early part of the 
night, not later than 11 p.m. This fact makes it extremely probable that the 
dacoits travel by rail from Calcutta and Burdwan; the more so as some of the 
dacoits who were arrested at railway stations admitted that they travel by 
rail, ‘I'he men probably come to the villages in question by the evening trains 
from Calcutta, and after committing dacoities go to Burdwan by the night trains 
and return to Calcutta by the next morning’s mail or local trains. To catch 
these dacoits, detectives should be posted at all railway stations between 
Howrah and Burdwan, and between Sheoraphuli and Tarakeswar. If this 18 
not soon done, the villages on the Fast Indian Railway line between Howrah 


and Burdwan and on the Tarakeswar line will become depopulated in no time. 


Siraj- 
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It will not be out of ao here to say something to the Police Commission 
about the qualifications of the men whv ought to be appointed as Police Sub- 
Inspectors. The admission of graduates and undergraduates to the Police 
Department will not produce much good, unless the men admitted possess, 
besides their academic qualifications, courage, activity and an independent 
spirit. Asa matter of fact, the graduate and undergraduate Sub-Inspectors, who 
have been recently appointed, have failed to show the same efficiency in detect- 
ing crime as former Sub-Inspectors with no academic qualifications. The pay of 

olice officers should be increased, and ample rewards should be given to them. 
And to attract good and able men to the department, efficient Inspectors should 
be promoted to Deputy Magistrateships. 


11. The same paper says that there was a most daring dacoity on the 
night of the 30th January last in the house of the 
A dacoity in the 24-Parganas Jate Nilkanta Das, of Shahapur, near Behala, in the 
— 24-Parganas district, The dacoits ill-treated the 
inmates and carried away cash and jewellery to the amount of two to three 
thousand rupees. The cries of the inmates of the house were heard from a long 
distance, but neither the neighbours nor tiie police came to their help, What is 
she good of maintaining a police if people are to get no help from it in 
their need ? 


12, Referring to Government’s reply to the Hon’ble Mr. Seraj-ul- 
i Islam’s interpellation in the Bengal Council regard- 
oo ing the operation of the chaukidari tax, the Nthar 
[Contai] of the 3rd March asks if it is correct to suppose that the mufassal 
people pay the chaukidari tax cheerfully because they cannot, for various 
reasons, complain to the authorities against it? It is not right to make such a 
supposition when the realisation ‘of the tax is everywhere attended with oppres- 
sion. The authorities ought to make an enquiry into the operation of the cess. 


'(b)— Working of the Courts. 


13. The Sri Sri Vishnu Priya-o-Ananda Bazar Patrika (Calcutta] of the 

25th February asks if six months’ simple imprison- 

The punishment in the Asssm ment has been the just punishment of the tea-garden 

aisedaamea Saheb who brutally flogged the cooly Lalsa to death. 

The accused will pass the days of his luxurious imprisonment in a Silchar hotel. 

Would the punishment have been equally light if the accused had been a 
native ? 


14, A correspondent of the Sanjivani [Calcutta] of the 26th February 

a writes from Sirajgang in the Pabna district that 
diate tP PIDs case in the Pabna on the 5th February last the Deputy Magistrate of 

_ the place acquitted Raj Kumar Sil, a physician, 
who was charged with having kidnapped a certain Kurani, the daughter-in-law 
of one Ram Sundara, an inhabitant of the Gach Chamri village. The Deputy 
Magistrate disbelieved the statements of Kurani, the special diary of the aati 
Sub-Inspector of Police, and the evidence of the local railway station-master, and 
based his judgment on the deposition of the accused himself. 


15. The Hitavadi [Calcutta] of the 27th February cites the following cases 
in proof of the arbitrary manner in which Babu 
Bhagavati Charan Mitra, late 1st Munsif of Begu- 
serai in the Monghyr district, used to dispense 


The late 1st Munsif of Begu- 
seral in the Moughyr district. 


Justice :— 

(1) Mr. H. Holloway, proprietor of the Majhol indigo factory, instituted 
seven suits in 1900 for establishment of title against a number of villagers. The 
month of June of the year following was fixed for the hearing of these suits. 


But before that time the defendant in one of the cases died, and a very short 
time before the date fixed for the hearing the names of his successors were sub- 


stituted in the plaint. The new defendants got their summonses only two or. 


three days before the date fixed for the settlement of issues. They entered 
appearance on that date and begged for time to file their written statements. 
Only one day’s time was granted. They failed to file their written statements 


within that time and taney were allowed another day’s time. . They failed again © 
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and prayed for further time, but that was disallowed, and the hearing com. 
menced. Itis simply ry ossible to file a written statement in such a suit within 
the space of a couple of days, : 

(9 In the sidt for establishment of title Hin Hajam versus Raghu Nandan 

Lal, which was disposed of in November or December of 1901, and in which the 

laintiff was a tenant of Babu Chandi Lal Singh of Calcutta, the Munsif held a 
focal enquiry, in the course of which he examined some settlement papers which 
were produced by the Settlement Office by his order. ‘These papers turned out 
favourably to the plaintiff, but were not admitted in evidence, and the case was 
dismissed, in disregard of the prayers and affidavits of the plaintiff. 

(3) In the title suit of Raghu Nath Singh versus Fula Singh and others, 
which was instituted in 1901, and disposed of at the commencement of 1902, a 

aper which was, in consequence of the protest of the defendants’ pleader, 
not admitted asan exhibit, was subsequently SO admitted without that pleader’s 
‘knowledge. Several affidavits were submitted in this case, — 

(4) In the Small Cause Court suit between Mahabir Singh and Mukunda 
Singh, which was disposed of in September or November of 1901, the defen- 
dant’s pleader submitted a petition complaining of some act done by the plain- 
tiff’s pleader, Babu Kali Prasad Ojha. But the Munsif made over the petition 
to the Secretary of the Bar Library with the object of hushing up the matter. 
The Munsif was always kind to the pleader, Babu Kali Prasad Ojha. The 
Munsif wanted to admit his son-in-law to the Bhagalpur Bar, one of whose. 
influential members is a brother of Kali Prasad Babu. The Munsif went to 
Bhagalpur to make the acquaintance of this gentleman, Kali Prasad Babu him- 
self has power to help a pleader practising at Bhagalpur. 

(5) In title suit X41 9 petition was submitted by the defendants com- 
plaining of the conduct of Babu Kali Prasad Ojha, who had first engaged him- 
self to the defendants but had subsequently gone over to the plaintiff's side. 
‘The pleader’s written statement, submitted in reply to the petition, practically 
admitted: the charge; yet the Munsif postponed the hearing of the petition on 
the excuse that it had better he heard along with the case in the course of which 
it was made, and fixed adate for the hearing on which he knew he would be no 
longer in the place, having already received an order of transfer from the 


Government, thus sparing himself the unpleasantness of proceeding against 
Babu Kali Prasad. 


16. The same paper hopes that, as several vacancies in the High Court 

is -Judgeships will soon occur, Mr. B. L. Gupta’s claim 

ee eS the will not be overlooked this time. Mr, Gupta twice 

eis officiated in the High Court with ability, and it will 

be doing him a great injustice not to give him one of the vacancies that will 

occur. 

It is rumoured that Mr. Handley, Chief Judge of the Small Cause Court, 

will be again appointed to a High Court Judgeship. But he failed to satisfy 
the public last time. He is also not in good health. 


17. ‘The same paper has heard that Mr. Amir Ali is going to England to 

ne try tor the new post in the Privy Council, which 

puto ta bike and the Proposed has been proposed to be created in order to make 

ivy Council, : x ‘ 40 

room in the Council for a native lawyer of India. If 

such a post is created, the people of India will be sorry to see it given to 

Mr. Amir Ali, who showed, in the Pennell case, the stuff he is made of. 

Mr. W. ©. Bonnerji would be the fittest person to fill the post, and we cannot 
believe that his claims will be overlooked in favour of Mr Amir Ali. 


18. The same paper has learnt from a correspondent that Mr. Maguire, 
Tne Joint-Magistrate of Patna, refuses to receive appli- 
of Paina. eS cations for appeal after 11 a:M., no matter how long 
a the time the applicants have been waiting with 
their applications. He also makes unnecessary delay in the disposal of admitted 
appeals. He appoints the day following that on which the application is 
received as the day for hearing the arguments of pleaders for and against the 
admission of appeal. If the appeal is admitted, he tells the appellant to come 
the following day for the date of hearing. He also makes unnecessary delay in 
releasing appellants on bail. Appeals in cases of short terms of imprisonment, 


€ &: 


even if successful, avail appellants but little, in consequence of the dilatory pro- 
ceaure. 


In hearing appeals, the question towards which Mr. Maguire directs his best 


attention is whether the sentence cannot be enhanced, If appeals are made 
to Mr. Maguire in cases of fines, he tells the appellants that it does not look well 
for them to object to fines, when they have been able to put so much money 
into the pockets of legal practitioners. 

The other day the Joint-Magistrate wanted to know the name of an appel- 
lant On being told by the mukhtar that his client’s name was Gafar Shah, 
Mr. Maguire said that he would ask for a bail of Rs. 1,000 if the man persisted 
in calling himself Gafar Shah, but would be content with a bail of Rs. 100 only 
if he called himself Nani Miah. Is everything nght about Mr. Maguire’s head? 
Should such a man be allowed to sit as a Judicial Officer. 

19. The Bangavasi [Calcutta] of the 28th February contains an account 

of the case in which Captain Winter of the Hydera- 
EE of bad forces was charged in the Bombay Police Court 
vansagrs eivepend with having insulted and abused certain Parsee 
fellow-passengers, including a Parsee lady, in a railway carriage, and was on con- 
viction fined Rs. 60. Referring to the sentence, the writer says that European 
gentlemen will, of course, read with shame the account of this occurrence, but 
it behoves them to consider how far efficacious the sentence is likely to prove in 
deterring others from the commission of the offence of which the officer was con- 
victed. It is also to be considered that if, as has been held in this case, there is 
no provision in the Railway Act for the punishment of any attempt, however 
inadvertently made by any person, to sit on the lap of a woman who is an utter 
stranger to him, the Indians will very naturally be extremely unwilling to allow 
their females to travel by rail. ‘The conduct of Captain Winter was altogether 
so cowardly that even the Indians, frequently charged with cowardice as they 
are, cannot but notice it with shame. It behoves Lord Kitchener to judge of 
the way, the Captain behaved towards a number of respectable native fellow- 
passengers in a railway carriage and conducted himself even in Court while his 
case was being tried. ‘The writer wonders at the impudence of the 7umes ef 

India newspaper in attempting to make a defence of the Captain’s conduct. 
20. The People and Prativasi (Calcutta | of the 28th February contains the 

“ Simple hart.” following in its English columns :— 


‘¢ In an essay on the Government of Dependencies by Sir George Corne- 
wall Lewis this piece of advice has been given :— 


“The insults often offered to the feelings of the natives by the overbearing 
behaviour of the English, would be of less importance if the more permanent 
and serious interests of the people were efficiently protected.’ ‘The advice 
might lead cur administrators to conclude that the petty cases of insults offered 
to natives by Europeans, which are daily cropping up, need not engage much of: 
their attention, their primary duty being to look tv the permanent and serious 


interests of the people. That Governors and administrators should first see that — 


the people are well fed and well protected is a truism. But it cannut therefore 
be said that in governing a foreign race to extend protection to the ruled 
against the insolence of the ruling class is a duty of minor importance. If the 
disaffection of the educated community is a thing which the Government wants 
to put out, then the most direct course would. be to trace the source of disaffec- 


tion and destroy this source. It is small leaks that sink a ship, so that the petty — 


cases of insult offered to natives are not to be trifled with. 
_ “Ifthe Government is prepared to accept what we have said to be true, then 
it must also admit that the practice of letting off European miscreants, whose 
assaults are invariably followed by deaths of natives, with nominal punishment, 
18 unwise in the extreme. We don’t mean‘to say that the finding of Judges and 
the Juries are always coloured by a bias towards the European culprits. It is 
quite probable that after carefully weighing the evidence given in such a case 
and taking into consideration other circumstances, they cannot see their way to 
accuse the offending parties of any other guilt than that of inflicting simple 
urt. But when these simple hurts are, without exception, followed by death, 
Should not the. punishment be severe enough to deter the Europeans from inflict- 


Ng even such simple hurts? No one will deny that the primary duty of the 


t 


BANGAVAS), 
Feb. 28th, 1992, 


PEOPLE AND 
PRATIVASI, 


Feb. 28th, 1903. 


et Se pene eer te il 
tee ¢ : : 
om ae . . rary san 
. an ming a dh Saad Ss atte 
—cnin lNetatseas  en ROR ENT BBE at tte. oe enti 09 i ARLE 
: 


aie pie 3 Fs ahgn : ti ; : 

= _— Ore ” 
igi. ae ee or 9 aa : het Oe - 
“i ke woton we wt ad 
os ere = 
Z _—— 
-” P Mi 
siinliass torte sti Rs he ley Rene regote % RR 
_ oo *- - >_~ » -— eo 
neat net 8 lh sp hp attempt Aa AED 
P ’ ee ee 


Teas 


PRATIVASI, 
Mar. 2nd, 1903, 


RANGALAYA, 


Feb. 25th, 1908. 


“er F 


Government is to seek to minimise the number of preventible deaths. When 
it has been discovered that the spleens of the natives are delicate enough to 
bear kicks of the hardier rulers, should not something be done to save those 
spleens from further onslaught. We have no mind to create bad blood by 
repeating the parrot-cry of failure of justice in every such case. We 
prepared to concede that the fullest and best justice has been done. All that 
we wish the administrators to do is to look to the consequence. If the effect of 
such simple hurts is so serious upon the brittle lives of natives, should not the 
Government see that these simple hurts also cease to be a matter of daily 
occurrence. 

“ One of the objects of inflicting punishment is said to be the prevention of 
recurrence of crime ; but if persons accused of such simple hurts as lead to death 
enjoy a sort of immunity from any punishment worth the name, can it be 
expected that we shall hear less and less of these simple hurts and deaths brought 
on by them. The Government spares no pains to prevent deaths from lague 
and famine. Why should it then be so indifferent to deaths from simple hurts? 
Deaths are deaths whether brought on by disease or by violence offered by others, 
and that is a peculiar sort of conscience which accepts the responsibility of one 
sort of death and feels no compunction at others. The only sacrifice that the 
ruling class has to undergo is to be a little mild and gentle in their treatment 
with the natives, and the result will be the saving of so many lives. Is not 
the sacrifice worth the candle? An appeal addressed to thejruling class in general 
would not be of much use, The only effective way of preaching the good of 
such a sacrifice is to administer the law in such a way as to compel the members 
of the ruling class to lay to heart the necessity of practising such self-control. 

We are not oblivious of the fact that we are condemned by natural causes to a 
state of dependence, and the evils which we suffer from our actual rulers are 
inseparable from that condition. 

‘Tf the Government had not taken some credit for its administration of 
justice in season and out of season, we would not have indulged in this piece of 
impertinence,”’ 


21. In view of Mr. Justice Amir Ali’s absence on leave, the Pratiwas 
[Calcutta] of the 2nd March says that Government 

hy pag en A — for should not think that the man who would officiate 
; for him must also be a Musalman. As a matter of 
fact Mr. Amir Ali was appointed in the place of a Hindu Judge, Mr. Rames 
Chandra Mitra. Such aresponsible post as that of a Judge of the High Court 
should not be set apart for the members of any particular class or sect. The 
best man should be appointed, whether Christian, Musalman or Hindu. Babu 
Sarada Charan Mitra and Mr. B. L. Gupta have officiated in the High Court 


og great credit. One of them should be appointed to officiate for Mr. Amir 
i. 


(d)—LEducation. 


22. A correspondence published in the Rangalaya [Calcutta] of the 
The effects of high education in 24 February repeats some of the charges which 
Bengal. are commonly brought against high education, as 
given by the Indian Universities, and says that in 
Bengal high education and service stand to each other in the relation of cause 
and effect. The principle ‘learning for learning’s sake” may apply to 
individuals, but it never applies to nations. Bengalis are not the only people 
who have broaght degradation on high education and made it a grovelling 
thing only pursuing earthly objects, but every nation, taken as a body, is given 
to this vice. But the fault of the Bengalis is that among them arts and 
industries are sinking with the increase of high education, and the result 1s an 
upsetting of social equilibrium among them, and the throwing of them into 4 
social chaos in which nothing but misery and disorder prevail. -Octogenarians 
living in Calcutta can say that when they were boys or young men, the banian 
of a European firm in the city was almost invariably a Bengali. But now 
Bengali banian’s place has been taken by the crafty Marwari. Again, the 
adual slackening of the bonds of the caste system is ruining the arts 1 
ngal. Restrictions and usages in the matter of eating or drinking in society 


( 
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do not constitute the caste system, they only strengthen it, Artisans in every 
country, Bengal or England, are jealous of their professional secrets being 
divulged, and they would allow those secrets to perish with them rather than 
communicate them to those who are not dearest and nearest tothem. In Bengal 
high education is responsible for the great change in which the washerman’s 
gon gives up the washboard for the writing table in the Post Office, the chasha 
leaves the plough in order to write prescriptions for the sick man, and becomes 
a great scientist, and the artisan’s son forsakes the business in which his prede- 
cessors excelled and hankers after Government service, It is thus that profes- 
sional secrets have perished in Bengal, and the country nolonger produces men 
whose works and attainments would astonish the civilised world. 

University examinations eat into the vitals of students, and their educa- 
tion ends when it ought to begin. Adoption of the recommendations of the 
Universities’ Commission will do good to the country, but by far the better 
thing will be to close the Indian Universitios for some years to come. 

23, The same paper says that circumstances at present compel the Indians 
to learn English. Without the help of English 
3 they can hardly earn their bread, But if Indian 
Hindus must learn English, they must at the same timeremain Hindus. English 
education among them should therefore be made efficacious, deep and moral, 
Tested by the principles of the Hindu educational system, the English educa- 
tional system is very bad. ‘T'’o the Hindu therefore the latter cannot be good, 
but it can be slightly improved by making Sanskrit the main subject of study, 
and English only its auxiliary. Students of the Calcutta Sanskrit College 
acquire a fair knowledge of English. Education should therefore be imparted 
in the manner in which it is given in the Sanskrit College, and hostels should be 
established in which students shall receive social and religious training accord- 
ing to the requirements of their own society and religion. 

There is a rumour that Government means to favour high education among 
the middle and respectable classes only, and discountenance it among the lower 
classes. May the rumour be true! Spread of high education among the lower 
classes, and the consequent transformation of craftsman into Babus have 
almost upset the Hindu society. If this state of things continue for some time 
the Hindu society will ere long be « thing of the past, and Hindus will be 
divided among themselves by a caste system based upon wealth, If Lord 
Curzon has really diagnosed the disease from which Hindu society is at present 
suffering and determined to prescribe proper medicines for it, he deserves our 
thanks. : 

24. The Sanjivani (Calcutta) of the 26th February says that some time 

ago Mr. Raleigh said in a meeting of the Syndicate 
a made by of the Calcutta University that the Government of 


English education in India. 


India had decided what it would do in educational 


matters, and that the Syndicate should therefore make, without much ado, only 
such proposals as had a direct bearing on the improvement of education. What 
is then the ase of taking the opinion of the Senate of the Calcutta University on 
the report of the Universities Commission ? 2 
29. The People and Prativasi [Calcutta] of the 27th February contains 
amen - the ane in its English columns :— , 
© Agitation on the recom. ile our people have been engaged in a 
eo OP rer words tale me the recommendations of the 
| Universities Commission, we have asked ourselves 
the question ‘ Why did not all these gentlemen who now turn up their nose at 
every recommendation of the Commission and say they have better things to 
suggest—begin their duties earlier?’ A further reflection on the matter caused 
& greater surprise. ‘The Senate and the Syndicate of the Calcutta University, 
like the legislative councils of the Government, are not representative bodies 
only in name, nay the Indian element there is the master of the situation. 
Our teachers and ‘ professors” do the teaching and the examining. People 
to whom they pay daily visits and do obeisance Bex it in their hands to raise 
or lower the standard, How is it then that matters have drifted to such a 
es that the Government can no longer let the University severely alone ? 
\ 4hat reform from within is the right thing nobody will deny. But how long 
can a much needed reform be put off only to palter with the idea that it is 
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not good to force reform from without? We are told though at so late an 
hour that our teachers and professors also were dissatisfied with the doin 
of the University, But why did this dissatisfaction hide its head so lon 
only to uppear ‘when all is lost, even honour?’ Dissatisfaction there might 
have been, but it never dared to come out lest it should offend those with 
whom rested the power to bestow favours. Last year one distinguished paper 
setter, on whose evidence before the Universities Commission we had made some 
comments, did us the honour of seeking an interview with us to explain matters 
The sum and substance of his explanation was that by setting a really good 
and searching paper they run the risk of losing their examinership, This 
confession comes from no less a person than one for whose erudition educated 
Bengal has every respect. This is the sort of discontent which a writer in the 
Bengalee has in criticising the Vice-Chancellor’s speech taken out for an airing. 
‘‘ He retails this piece of information :— 


‘¢¢ We may relieve Mr. Raleigh’s mind onone point. The learned Fellows 
of Balliol, whatever the special advantages which they enjoy, must not claim 
a monopoly in discontent. We too have our share in that valuable commodity, 
There are many things we should like to see changed, may reforms which we 
should like to see initiated, and the teachers of our native Colleges have spoken 
in no uncertain voice on these matters, We should like to see a more efficient, 
if less ornamental Senate: we should be glad to welcome sounder methods of 
examination than we have at present.’ We have not known till now that our 
people have expressed any positive discontent at the lowering of educational 
standard in our country. One or two letters by the writer of this criticism 
complaining of the poor knowledge of English amongst our students cannot 
be taken to be an index of all-pervading discontent. Our information is that 
we have entrusted the destiny of our education to one or two men, and for the 
rest the duty is to cry ‘All, Brutus all,’ ‘None, Brutus, none.’ Beyond 
nodding acquiescence in all that a few interested persons do, we do not know 
of any other attempt at putting education on a better footing in the country. 
Where were these agitators when the standard demanded of the examinees 


began to be gradually lowered till such a specimen of composition ‘ Let any 


three angles of a triangle are together equal to two right angles’ came to be 
looked upon as passable ? We know of first class M.A.’s in Mathematics who 
had not to do asingle problem. We could not get even one among the 
‘professors’ of mathematics, who have been experiencing a great deal of 
difficulty in dealing with a certain mathematical text-book, to support us when 
we exposed its inaccuracics. We could not rouse the attention of the educated 
public to the bad and ungrammatrical language of the historical text-books 
our students have to read, though we pointed out all these and have been 
labelled cynics and scandalmongers for this labour of love. We hear that 
there was potential discontent amongst us but with all our efforts to draw it 
forth we could never make it kinetic. We remember how in a meeting we 
convened to show the dark side of the Calcutta University, we failed to secure 
the attendance of a single educationist, though the meeting was to be presided 
over by Mr. N. N. Ghose, whose opinion about educational matters is according 
to many entitled to some respect. And still we are told that there was discon- 
tent in our midst. Discontent is made of a less stoical stuff.” 


26. The Hitavadi [Calcutta] of the 27th February reverts to the subject 
of the newly appointed text-books for the verna- 
cular schools, of which Messrs. Macmillan and 

Company are the publishers. The passage about 

the Ibert Bill, says the writer, in the Upper Primary text-book in History 

informs the reader that it was settled after a strong agitation that Europeans 
might be tried by a District Magistrate or a District Judge, whether a native 
or a European Civilian, provided the trial was held with the aid of a jury of 
whom not less than one-half were Europeans. What a wrong idea of the Bill ! 
Meyda also says that there is no distinction between a ‘ Bill” and an 
¢ 
Here is another passage: — 


SAS CH, SeL4I—ay Bol AtT TA ACaCMA A AG CACM Stawacda 1AM 
CHUNAR GIA, Servs —99 He 1” stand 


The new text: books for the ver- 
nacular schools. | 
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What are the boys to understand from this, that Lord Mayo ruled from 
1867 to 1871, or that he ruled from 1869 to 18/2? 


Here is a choice specimen of Bengali from the same book :— 
“ge nace fore] forests WS eH age crt SAA ACT ANE Ga-faate eae 


The geography reader for the same course teaches boys :—“stw] am etrw 


sina ae crt ie Cafe” (we have Bengal from the river Ganges). 
The word “ agfqs” in this book is grammatically incorrect. The book 
also contains advertisements like the following :— : 


“cqafqocaa Sibatca sirsista aH crt” (see the map of Calentta in 
Macmillan’s atlas). 

Note the use of the words @aj, @stq and @={q in :— 

(1) “sie age Rela foal” 

(2) “ Sfecra sis fess @ Seca Nei, a Corns aH} sics sie are | 
Veta] Bie Val Mate MUS | Lae clecwa WEe, Ma, FA G SH Faq Bra |” 

Here is another passage :— 

“ gear cates sige fafas soagia Cher of Siete sfam ators ais, a AaH 
Hors PAS Tie Bee, Pir FR are, (TL Rcaa Sidi aA ” 

These new test-books will not only prevent native boys from acquiring a 
correct knowledge of their mother-tongue, but will constitute a danger to 
native society and religion, because they condemn the social and religious 
institutions of the natives as being superstitious. é 

27. A-correspondent of the same paper complains of the action of the 
School Sub-Inspector of Satkhira in the Khulna 
district in holding an examination of the boys of 
the Madanpur Pathsala on the last Saraswati. Puja 


day. The day is sacred to the goddess of learning, and is, according to custom, 
a day on which reading and writing are strictly refrained from. 


28. The Dacca Prakash Sap of the lst March says that all the text- 

books in Sanskrit which have been in recent years 

ote Sanskrit course forthe Kn- appointed for the Entrance Examination of the 

ss ae nna ateennase Calcutta University have been found to contain 

errors. The Sanskrit course for 1903-1904 is especially to blame in this respect. 

It contains many incorrect readings in its first lesson taken from:that' well- 
known book, the Hitapadesa of Vishnu Sarma. 


29. The People and Prativast [Calcutta i of the 2nd March publishes the 
ae following in its English columns :— ee 

‘‘'The special meeting of the Senate held last 
urday evening to consider the report of the 
Universities Commission did not promise any good 
result. Neither had it any interest for the sightseers. Rumour was afloat 
that two strong parties would be carrying on a lively fight—that frown would 
be met by frown, browbeating by browbeating, and dialectical skill by dialecti- 
cal skill. But the meeting provided no such sensation. Its deliberations can 
be summed upin one sentence—it did good work in the past and does not 
deserve to die. Mr. Mitter talked very little of sense. ‘Those members who 
were anxious to be precise and truthful of most said that no human institution 
can be perfect and save and except. the defects which go hand in hand with 
merit, no other blame can be laid at their door. This hears almost like a reve- 
lation, During the fifty years the Calcutta University has’ been in existence, 
she has sent abroad a number of men with the hall-mark of liberal education. 
Is this service enough for seeking the perpetuation of the present senate? 
Every one points his finger of scorn to the latter day graduate of the Calcutta 
University. University education notwithstanding, we have a dearth of 
thoughtful, really independent, honest and public-spirited men, ‘Those on 
wh m the first light of Western education fell became good thinkers as well as 
good workers.. The old race of teachers, themselves great lovers of knowledge, 
could communicate such love to the learners who sat at their feet. The Senate 
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cannot take any credit for having produced these men. A system of educp. 
tion has been introduced into the country, and lots of people are receiving it 
This fact by itself does not redound to the credit of the Senate. On th, 
contrary, the fact that a degree does not represent an adequate amount of 
culture, that the standard of passes has gone down, that Syndicates and Boards 
of studies are not properly constituted, that no step has been taken to ensure 
the maintenance of our discipline in the schools and colleges conclusively prove 
that the Senate have not done its work properly, that it has not watched the 
progress of education in the country nor kept a finger on the pulse of public 
opinion. The Senators asked in what way were they found wanting? Ip 
every way one might retort. We know one of the Senators who sometimes 
figures on the Syndicate betraying a sad ignorance of transfer rules which exer. 
cise a certain check on the arbitrary desertion of schools on the part of the 
students. Most of the Senators care very little whether good or bad education 
is forced upon the youths of the country. This is not only true of the members 
for whose election the Government is made responsible, but this can be safel 
said of those also who have high opinion about themselves. Are the Senators 
very well informed about the doings of the Syndicate, the Faculties, the Boards 
of Studies, and so forth? We don’t careto enquire if the Senate has any 
defined function, but this we have been watching that far from taking any 
initiative in any educational reform, this Senate could not even be whipped 
up into recognising any need of reform; with it, as with all shirkers of duty, 
ohn is, is best, a dive into the uncertain is foolish, a zeal for reformation is 
the outcome of childish enthusiasm untempered by wisdom and experience. 
‘¢We have been started to hear that the Senators were at a loss to find out 
in what way they were found wanting. 
~ The Hon’ble Dr. Ashu Tosh Mukerjee rose to defend a class to which he 
said he had not the privilege to belong—the class of teachers. ‘The present 
strength of the Senate is 153, excluding the ez-officio members. The motto of 
the University is—‘‘ Advancement of Learning.” As long as the University 
continues to exist, it cannot but be—to some extent at least—an examining 
body. It is erroneous to say that the Calcutta University is merely an exam- 
ining body inthe sense that the London University was an examining body 
before re-organisation. The Calcutta University exercises cousiderable control 
over affiliated institutions. And one would suppose that in such a body the 
teaching element should predominate. But the case isrotso. Of the 153 
Fellows only 60 are teachers. This number includes those who were teachers, 
but are no longer so. There are 46 first grade Colleges from Assam to Ceylon, 
32 near about us. Of these, 18 are not represented and 14 represented b 
25 Senators. Of the 18,6 are Government and 12 non-Government Insti- 
tutions. Of the 14, 4 Government and 10 non-Government. The 6 Gov- 
ernment Colleges take up many. ‘There are 32 second grade Colleges, 21 
near aboutus. Of these,20 are not represented, and the remaining one by a 
solitary Fellow. | | 
‘** Our affiliated institutions are far from being adequately represented. 
This state of things has been brought about by the Government of India, They 
admit it and try to mend matters. It was strange that a teacher had said that 
experts were not wanted, and it was left to a lawyer to advocate the strengthen- 
ing of the teaching element. 
‘** In law, even the Advocate-General, a distinguished graduate, was not on 
the Senate. It was so in Medicine and Engineering. The Senate requires to 
be strengthened.’ | | 


“The following division cf the conflicting elements was made by the 
Hon’ble gentleman :— | dees &, 


(1) Expert versus non-expert, (2) European versus Indian, and (3) Official 
versus non-official. 

‘‘He said that experts ought not to predomimate, but they must be there. 
‘Indians ought to be strongly represented for the University existed for their 
education. But our education and culture being Western the European element 
must be well represented. Of the official and non-ofticial elements, both ought 
to be well represented, : 

** © At present the balance is not equa), and change is necessary. It cannot 
be said that the power of qualified election granted to the Fellows has not been 
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successful. It may be that in one or two cases the graduates could have ap- 

ointed better men. But the Government could have appointed better men in 
many cases. ‘The graduates have elected men, at least three of whom ought to 
have been nominated by Government long before. There are men who could 
not approach officials. Therefore election is necessary. Let half of the Fellows 
be elected and half nominated, Of the number elected, let half be elected by 
graduates and half elected by the Senate ’ 


“The Hon’ble gentleman expressed himself strongly against terminable 
membership of the Senate. Jor when the Fellows cannot be re-elected save by 
the Government, they will naturally be inclined to support the Government.” 


30. The Dacca Gazette [Dacca] of the 2nd March says that the authorities 

in Dacca town have decided to acquire the large 
tract of land and the building close to the local 
Protestant Church for the purpose of erecting the 
Dacca Engineering College building, and Rs 56,000 have been fixed as their 
price, though the owners are demanding one lakh and-a-half. A workshop is 
the most important thing in an engineering college, ‘lhe authorities should 
therefore consider whether they will be able to construct and support a good 
workshop in connection with the College. However that may be, there is a 
railway workshop near the Fulbari Railway Station, and the college ought to 
be located near it, in order that the students may do their practical work in the 
railway workshop. 


The site for the Dacca Engi- 
neering College. 


(e)—Local Self-Government and Municipal Administration. 


31. The Faridpur Hilaishinit [Faridpur] of the 12th February draws 
attention to the severe water scarcity which is 
prevailing in the Sadar, Rajbari, Pangsa, Belekandi, 
Bhusna, Ainpur, Makondpur and Bhanga thanas 
in the Faridpur district. ‘There are ct ll where not even a single tank can 
be found whose water is drinkable. The water of the rivers Chandana, Kumar, 
Sitalakshma, &c.. has become undrinkable. The current of the Gour river 
has been completely stopped by the large pieces of stone which have been 
piled up by-the side of the pillars of the railway bridge. ‘The current in the 
Chandana has been stopped by a chur at its mouth. And many smaller streams 
in Belgachi, Rajbari and Faridpur have been considerably narrowed by the 
railroad. The mouth of the Muandartala jula has silted up. There is hardly 
any current even in the Padma between Pangsa and Madanpur. Many churs 
have formed in the present bed of the river, and it is cutting a new bed through 
the villages Latakhola, Jalaldi and Rajkhara. 


The district has not also within the last twelve years known another year 
of such heavy rainfall as the Bengali year 1297, Thousands of villages have, 
in consequence, lost their health, and water scarcity is being more and more 
acutely felt. People are excavating holes or wells in the beds of tanks to get 
a little water. 
not take it away very early in the morning. Women come from a distance of 
two or three miles to take water even from muddy Jeels, khals and tanks. A 


pedestrian walking along the road from Faridpur does not get a drop of water 
to drink for miles together. 


32. A correspondent writes from Tirhut to Al Punch [Bankipore] of the 
2ist February that the Sanitary Inspectors 
ointed by Government seldom inspect infected 


app 
_ areas. The reports of deaths and diseases submitted by them must, therefore, 
be false and baseless. 


43. A correspondent of the Kasipur Nivast | Barisal] of the 25th February 
complains of the mismanagement prevailing in the 
three ferry ghats which have to be crossed in coming 
from Batajor to Barisal in the Backergunge district. The boatmen pay no 
attention to the convenience of passengers, and often subject them to much 
unnecessary delay. 


“Water scarcity in the Faridpur 
district. 


A sanitary complaint. 


A ferry complaint.. 


And even the water in such holes is stolen if their owners do. 


Dacca GAZETTE, 
Mar. 2nd, 1903, 


F aRIDPUR 
HITAISHINI, 


Feb, 12th, 1908. 


AL PUNCH, 


Feb. 21st, 1903. 


KasirPur Nivasi, 
Feb. 25th, 1908, 


Sar Sai VISHNU 
PriYa-o- 
AnanDa BAZAR 
PaTRIKA, 


Feb. 25th, 1903. 


M1ntm-0-SuDHAKAR, 
Feb. 27th, 1903, 


H1R-O-SUDHAKAR. 


Maupin Banpuay, 
Mar. 2nd, 1993, 
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34, The Sri Sri Vishnu Priya-o-Ananda Bazar Patrika [Calcutta] of tho 

25th February says that the notification, which hag 
recently been issued from the Plague Department of 
the Calcutta Municipality, to the effect that the Corporation will pay physicians 
at the rate of Re. 1 for every plague case reported to them is a direct insult to the 
honorable profession. It is one of the small ways in which the Department 
makes an exhibition of activity. Every one knows that measures adopted by 
the Corporation always prove futile. ; 


35. The Mihir-o-Sudhakar | Calcutta] of the 27th February complains that 
the clerks in the Municipal Office are faring very jill 
under Mr, Greer’s Chairmanship. Mr. Greer is dead 
against clerks who have not passed any University examination. Formerly 
clerks without any University distinction used to be promoted to posts ca ing 
di cent salaries. The Head Clerk of District Office No. 1, the Head Clerk of tie 
Assessor's Department, and the Uverseer of the Southern Division may be 
mentioned as examples. But not only have clerks without University distinc- 
tion no prospect of promotion under Mr, Greer, but some of them have been 
actually degraded. A head clerk of 22 years’ service, for instance, has had his 
salary reduced from Rs. 90 to Rs, 60—80, and this although the clerk in 
question is so efficient an officer that the head of the Department can do nothing 
without him, and does nothing in fact beyond signing papers. 


The clerks of a particular Department, who had of course no graduates 
among them, having submitted a representation to Mr. Greer, pointing out how 
all their prospects in the service were marred by his new scheme, Mr. Greer 
wrote on the representation :—‘‘ Think yourselves fortunate that your services 
have not been Tunenand with.” 


To turn to another thing, Mr, Greer said that the combination of the Health 
and Engineering Departments in District Offices would result in a saving of 
money. But the new scheme has, onthe contrary, led to an increase of expeadi- 
yure to the extent of 6 lakhs of rupees in one year. ) | 


36. The same paper must say that the Calcutta Municipality by no means 

i ee deserves the high encomium which the Vicervy 

Caloutta Municipality. —s«zbestowed _=upon it in his Chamber of Commerce 

speech. The Viceroy is greatly mistaken if he takes 

the condition of his own quarter as a fair specimen of the condition of the 

entire town. A visit to the native quarter will dispel his illusion from His 
Excellency’s mind. 

37. Referring to the approaching municipal elections in Midnapore town, 

The Midnapore Municipality. the Medit Bandhao ; Midnapore } of the 2nd March 

ee writes as follows :— 

During the long time for which the Midnapore Municipality has been in 
existence, it has done no work of improvement worth the name. The commer: 
cial improvement of the town within this period has led to a large increase 
in the number of pucka buildings in it, and the result is that the income of 
the Municipality is greatly augmented. But in spite of this swelling of the 
municipal purse, the roads in the town continue to be as bad as before, if they 
have not become worse in consequence of the far larger traffic which they 
have to meet at present. There is no drainage in the town. Formerly, when 
the town was mhinly populated, the small quantities of water issuing from 
scattered houses used to be soaked up in the earth. Now that the number of 
houses has greatly increased, the large quantities of filthy water issuing from 
them accumulate and decompose in the cuécha drains, emitting such a stench as 
makes the localities aE unhealthy and the roads impassable. In the hot 
season the town greatly suffers from water scarcity. There are a number of 
wells, the water of the tanks in the town not being potable, which supply 


A plague notification in Calcutta. 


Mr. Greer’s office management. 


_ drinking-water to the residents of the town. But these wells dry up, or go 


dry up, in the hot season. Women coming to draw water from public we 

sometimes fall out on the question of who should take water first, and run the 
risk of falling into the wells in a moment of excitement or provocation. _ These 
wells should be provided with strong fences, and arrangements should be made to 
facilitate the drawing of water therefrom. The cross wooden bars in.some of 
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the wells are old and rickety. They should be replaced by new ones. The 
tanks are fouled in many ways by women. Even human excrements are washed 
‘nto them by rain-water. There are paths on the banks of these tanks, but these 

aths are so sloping that pedestrians run the risk of falling into the water. 

erhaps the big men of the town do not use these paths, and the Municipal 
Commissioners therefore do not think it their duty to look after them. The 
helmsmen of the Municipality, the Chairman and the Vice-Chairman, find no 
time to look after nunicipal affairs, as their extensive practice in the local Bar 
takes up all their time. The Municipal underlings, of whom there is a large 
number, show no inclination to work hard in the absence of pressure from above. 
Street refuse is not removed, drains are not cleared and the sweeper and the 
mehter heed nobody’s remonstance. 


In the approaching election better men should be elected, and such men as 
have leisure should be made Chairman and Vice-Chairman. A zamindar like 
Babu Jnanendra Kumar Nag or Babu Radha Gobinda Pal should be elected 
Vice-Chairman. 

38, The same paper says that cow-pox is raging virulently within the 
jurisdiction of the Jhargram, the Sadar, and the 
Garbeta thanas in the Midnapore district. In many 
places muchis are poisoning cattle. 


39, The Garbeta correspondent of the same paper says that there is great 
scarcity of water in Garbeta town and the neigh- 
bouring villages, Kayma Kapatya, Mahisdoba, 
Chalunya, Dhabani, Magurasol and Surardanga, in 

Almost all the wells are dry. There is a want of 

It is this which generates cholera in these 


Cow-pox in the Midnapore dis- 
trict. 


Water scarcity in some places 
in the Midnapore district. 


the Midnapore district. 
wholesome water everywhere. 
places. 


40. The Prativasi [Calcutta] of the 2nd March says that while members 
of European clubs are allowed to play on the 
Calcutta maidan on Sundays, those of native clubs 
are not allowed to do so. What is the cause of this 
invidious distinction ? If there ought to be no playing on Sundays the restric- 
tion should apply to both Europeans and Natives. Anyhow one rule should be 
made applicable to both European and Native clubs. 


Race distinction in playing on 
the Maidan. 


(7 }— Questions affecting the land. 


41. The Bankura Darpan (Bankura) of the 1st March says that the land- 

Pho lendleet’s tan _ lord’sfee deposited by transferees of holdings used to 

be formerly sent to the zamindars concerned by the 

hands of Collectorate peons. But this is no longer done. The result is that a 
large amount of such fees is not taken out by the landlords, for who would care 
to spend two rupees to take out one? Asa matter of fact, money cannot be 
got out of a Collectorate without much trouble and expense. Under these 
circumstances it would be right to revert to the former system, and, if that.he 
found impracticable, tosend the fees by money-order minus the money-order fee. 
Where a fee is not taken out by the landlord concerned, it should be returned 


to the tenant who deposited it, and should, by no means, be confiscated by 
Government. | 


(g)—Ratlways and communications, including canals and irrigation. 


42. A correspondent of the Rangalaya [ Calcutta] of the 25th February 
The Tarkeshwar Railway. says that goods ordered by merchants in Tara- 

keshwar frequently diminish in weight by being 
» carried by the Tarakeshwar Railway. The other day a considerable shortage 

occurred in some goods ordered by Behari Lal De, Sri Kanta De and Beni 
Madhav De of the place. The Superintendent of the Railway wasinformed of 
the matter, but nothing has as yet been done. 


_ The Tarakeshwar station musters a crowd of passengers for almost every 
train that runs on the line. But the booking-room is opened only a short time 
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before the departure of a train. This causes great inconvenience and hardship 
to passengers. 
43, The Jyoti [Chittagong] of the 26th February says that the work of 
a ea a aa a: Boalkhali ae in Po Chitta. 
The re-excavation 0 ong district 1s bein ver a % 
Ee zttpntion of the Chairinati of the District ‘Salt 
drawn to the matter. 


44, (1) Babu Purnendra Mohan Sehanavis, writing from Naodanga 
Rangpur, in the Hitavadi [Calcutta] of the 27+) 
February, says that on the 24th January last, while 
travelling from Gitaldaha to Malancha by the Cooch Bihar State Railway 
16 down train, which was simply crammed with passengers, he saw the railway 
officers seriously ill-treat passengers at the Tita and Parbatipur junctions. 

(2) Another correspondent of the same paper says that the gateman, Ram 
Tahal, employed at the Bamra station on the Bengal-Nagpur Railway, who 
has been recently sent up for theft, was on a former occasion sentenced to six 
months’ imprisonment for theft as a railway servant at the Chakradharpur 
station. Why was areleased convict re-employed and placed in charge of 
goods at a station where theft of roods 1s so common f 


45. A correspondent of the Dacca frakash | Dacca] of the 1st March says 
that the portion of the Munshiganj Rajabari Road, 
_The bad condition of a roadin jn the Dacca district, which lies near Rajabari and 
the Dacca district. " 
runs alongside the khal, has been encroached upon. 
by the khal and always remains in an extremely filthy condition in consequence 
of the practice of the local residents of committing nuisances on it. As the road 
is the only thoroughfare leading to the police-station, the post-office and the 
sub-registry office, its conditiou ought to be improved. 


* 


46. The Prativast {Calcutta} of the 2nd March complains of the bad 

| condition of the road between the Khandaghosh 

ME Dg road in the Burdwan village in the Burdwan district and the Kotulpur 

village in the Bankura district. Sixteen large 

villages are situate by the side of this road. A number of Bankura people have 
recently petitioned the Divisional Commissioner in the matter. 


Railway matters. 


(h}— General. 


47. The Bharat een of the 21st February says that Lord 

: George Hamilton has praised Lord Curzon’s 

oyiord George Hamilten on Lord adiinistration in very high terms. He saysthat in 
Lord Curzon is combined administrative ability 

with political keen-sightedness, and that such a ruler, with the aid of the 
important help which he ‘is sure to receive at the hands of an officer like Lord 
Kitchener, will, without doubt, he able to contribute to the peace and material. 
prosperity of India. It cannot be said how far this prophecy will prove true. 
The frontier difficulties are entailing a large expenditure, and no measure 
has been taken up to this time to promote the indigenous trades of the country, 
so that its wealth may not be exhaused in purchasing foreign goods. India’s 


progress will not be effected merely by high sounding speeches made by its 
officials. 


48. ‘The Jyoti [Chittagong] of the 26th February says that some time 
ago Mr. Tyce, the Chittagong Subdivisional Officer 
of the Engineer Department, gave the contract 
| for making wicket gates for the public offices m 
Chittagong town to Captain Budd, Messrs. Ahmuty and Company’s Agent. 
Before this a carpenter, named Ichhap Ali, of Rahamatganj, offered to do the 
work with the best materials at the rate of Rs. 15 per gate. But his offer 
was not accepted. Captain Budd did the work with very bad materials—s0 
bad that some of the gates are already giving way—and yet he will receive 
Rs. 24 per gate. Expert carpenters say that the cost of the gates made by 


Captain Budd cannot exceed Rs. 10 each, The attention of the District 
Magistrate is drawn to the matter. 


A public works contract in Chit- 
tagong town. 


[ a3 


49. The Aitavadi [Calcutta] of the 27th February says that Mr. Badshah,. 
Postmaster General of Bengal, has recently issued 


motions and appointments a rules to ‘ ; : 
Bh Bongil Postal Department. the following to regulate promotions in his 
i department :— 


CircuLaR Letter No. 


To All Postal Officials, Bengal Circle, 
Dated Calcutta, the 380th September 1902, 


The accompanying corrcction slips should be posted over Articles 13, &.; 
of the Special Rules and Circulars of the Bengal Postal Circle. 


K, J. Bapsuag, 
Postmaster-General, Bengal. 


«13, As far as possible, promotion up to the grade of Rs. 60 (including 
the last grade of Inspectors) will be given in the division in which a vacancy 
takes place. It may hecome necessary, in order to equalise the flow of 
promotions in the several divisions or for other reasons, temporarily to suspend 
this rule. Vromotions to higher grades will be made. from qualified men 
throughout the Circle.” 

134. Promotions to the Rs. 100 grade and higher grades will be made 
from men who have rendered special service, who have distinguished them- 
selves by good and meritorious work, who have dealt with cases, correspondence 
and enquiries promptly and carefully, and who have not in any way incurred 
the disp!casure of the Postmaster-General during a period of 12 months preced- 
ing the date of the vacancy. To these appointments mere seniority has no 
claims. | 

13B. (a) Every second vacancy in grades higher than the Rs. 60 grade 
and lower than the Rs. 100 grade will be given to an officer with the qualifi- 
cations stated in the preceding Article, the first vacancy being given to the 
senior qualified man with a good record. No officer, however, who is neglect- 
ful of his duties in the matter of correspondence, will be promoted until he 
mends his ways. 

(6: Every third vacancy in the Rs. 60 grade and other grades above 
Rs. 40 will be filled up by men with the special qualifications stated above, 
the other two vacancies being given to senior men provided they fulfil the 
conditions laid down in clause a). 

(c) Every third vacancy in the grade of Rs. 40 will be given to a man 
who is a graduate of a University. Ifa suitable man, who is a graduate, is 
available in the division, he will get the appointment, otherwise an outsider, 
who is graduate, will be appointed. 

(d) Every third vacancy in the Rs. 30 grade will be given to an officer’ 
who has passed the Entrance or the First Arts Examination or to an officer 
who has rendered specially good service and regarding whom a record to 
this effect has been made in the character book at least three months before 
a vacancy takes place. : : 

(ec) Every second vacancy in the Re. 25 or Rs. 20 grade will be given to. 
an official who has passed at least the Entrance Examination, If no such 
officer is available, then an outsider who has passed the First Arts Examination 
may be selected. 

(f) No probationer paid or unpaid who has not passed the Entrance 
Examination has any claim to an appointment in a grade higher than the 
Rs. 15 grade except on grounds of specially good work.” 

It will be seen from the above that henceforward promotions in the 
Bengal Vostal Department will not be regulated by any hard and fast rules, 
but will depend entirely on the whim of the superior officers. As it is not 
possible to! lay down any standard of efficiency which will make an officer 
deserving of promotion, superior officers will certainly take advantage of the 
new rules to bestow promotions only on those who van please them by flattery. 
The following cases will shew how promotions and appointments are given in 
the Postal Department :— 

(1) Babu Hari Charan Mukharyji, a clerk in the Money Order Department 
on a salary of Rs. 40, was promoted to an Inspectorship over the heads of 
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many of his seniors, his only recommendation being that he is a graduate of 
the Calcutta University. 

(2) Mr. Ryan, son of the Assistant Director-General, has been appointe: 
a clerk in the General Post Office on a salary of Rs. 50. 

(3) Mr. Lawlin was a Postal Inspector in Darjeeling. He was thought 
incompetent there. But Mr. Badshah gave him an Inspectorship in Calcutta. 

(4) Mr. Angelo, who was a Sub- Postmaster in the Punjab on a salary of 
Rs. 40, has been appointed special inspector in Calcutta on a salary of 
Rs. 100 plus Rs 30 bhatia. 

(5) Mr. Hogan was an Assistant Superintendent in the Railway Mail 
Service on Rs, 150 a month. He has been suddenly promoted to a Super- 
intendentship in the Calcutta Post Office ona salary of Rs. 200 plus Rs, 99 
bhatta, although lately through his fault the Lieutenant-Governor’s weekly 
British mail from Darjeeling on one occasion missed the train at Parbatipur, 

(6‘ Mr. Wilson, who was Assistant Postmaster in the Calcutta Post Office, 
on Rs. 250, has been lately appointed Deputy Postmaster on Rs. 450 plus 
Rs. 50 dhatta, in supersession of the claims of Mr. Gutmann, whose only fault 
is that he does not know bow to please his superiors by flattery. 

(7) Mr. ‘'. J. Park, an Inspector, has been appointed joint head clerk 
in the Registration Dapartment on a better salary, although many native 
clerks had a greater claim to the post. 

(8) Mr, Baptist, who was the Sub-Postmaster of the Fort William Sub- 
Post Office on Rs. 50, bas been promoted to a post of Rs. 70 over the heads of 
many who had a better claim to the post. 

(9) When the above officer went to Delhi on the occasion of the Darbar 
the temporary vacancy was given to a native, But now that the post has 
fallen permanently vacant, it has been given to one Mr. D’Cruze. 

(10) Mr. Sheen, son of the Assistant Postmaster, has been promoted 
over the heads of many senior clerks. 

(11) The appointment of Mr. Reuter, Inspector, to a Superintendentship, 
which will be soon announced, will be an injustice to many deserving native 
officers. ) 

(12) A similar injustice has been done by the promotion of Mr, Figrido 
of the Sorting Department and of Mr. Lauder, late Head Clerk of the Registra- 
tion Department. | 

(13) One Mrs. Allen, who, according to rumour, was a barmaid in a hotel, 
has been all at once appointed Mr Badshah’s personal clerk on Rs. 40 a month. 
She works with Mr. Badshah at the same table and has conveyances placed at 


her disposal through the kindness of her masters for driving her to and 
from office, 


Il I,—Lecis.ation. 


50. Referring to the proposed tea-cess, the Bangavast [Calcuttu} of the 
28th February writes as follows :— 

The manner in which the cess is proposed to 

be applied leads us to think thatit is only another form of what is called ‘ bounty ’ 
in Germany. ‘Bounty’ is pecuniary help made to an industry by the 
Sovereign of a country ; the proposed tea-cess will be the tea-planters’ fund, 
on which they will be at liberty to draw in an emergency. Government is 
helping them in the work of expanding the tea-market. His Excellency has 
advised them to make tea flow like pipe-water in Indian cottages. The demand 
for Indian tea is not large in kurope and America. It is in India therefore 
that the tea-market must be expanded. The tea-cess will ere long raise a 
mighty current in the stream of luxury, and in that current will merrily 
swim down the rich and the poor, the young and the old in India. 
Imagine the result which will follow if the poor man who has not @ 
handful of rice in his house becomes addicted to the cheering cup. 
In Bengal the evil his already spread to a certain extent. Government 
controls the excise, not on the principle of aiding intoxication, but on that of 
moderating it. . Is it therefore right that Government should help thie spread 
of tea in the country ? ‘The tea-cess has its opponents among the tea-planters 
themselves. David Yule says that it will deprive merchants of their indepen- 
dence. Our anxiety is that it will drown India in an ocean of tea. 


The proposed tea-cess. 
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IV.—NativE STATES. 
51. The Hitavadi [Calcutta] of the 27th February writes as follows :— 


It is a pity that the ridicule which the Pioneer Feb. 27th, 1903. 


The Pioneer and the Holkar's newspaper has been levelling at the native press 
— in connection with the deposition or abdication of the 
Holkar has not made its arguments, in support of the Holkar’s action, any 
the clearer. ‘This is what it writes :— 


‘The Bengali Newspapers are still continuing to sing the praises of the 
ez-Maharaja of Indore, though, as we pointed out last week, they are singularly 
‘nconsistent in their line of argument. They would apparently like to see him 

laced once more on the gad?; but the relief to his State, his officials, his subjects 
and his own relations at his disappearance from the scene and resignation of 
powers that he had misused for sixteen years, can only be calculated and 
appreciated by those who have lived in Indore territory since his accession in 
1886. The story of his periodical vagaries will probably never be written ; but 
if the record were made public, the Government would be blamed for having 
permitted him to rule so long, rather than for having se ee his resignation 
lass month. If the Bengali editors, who now bewail the ‘ downfall of 
Holkar,” had taken service or attempted to publish their papers in the State 
during the period 1886 to 1892, they would have had ample material for 
comment and reflection, but assuredly not of the kind that employs their pens 
at the present moment. The Holkar case really is beyond criticism.” 


It is easy to say that the Maharaja’s abdication will be a relief to his 
officials, to his subjects and even to his own relations, but not so easy to prove 
the statement. As for the statement that such relief can only be appreciated 
by those who have lived in Indore territory since 1886, all we have to say is 
that though we did not live in [Indore territory, we know what the Government 
said of the late Maharaja during those years. 


We always heard that the Indore State had made many improvements 
during the rule of Sivaji Rao Holkar. In 1891, that is to say, only five years 
after the Maharaja’s accession, Lord Lansdowne speaking at Indore expressed 
hims:lf highly gratified with the efforts of the Maharaja to ameliorate 
the condition of his subjects, Mention was made of the Maharaja’s good 
work in connection with the spread of education among his subjects and the 
rendering of medical assistance to them and the suppression of dacoity in his 
State. The same Viceroy said that it was the earnest desire of the Government 
of India to give the Maharaja every possible encouragement. How, after this, 
is one to believe that the Maharaja was incapable of ruling his State or that he 
was not liked by his subjects ? 


Alter reading the history of the manner in which the English have 
extended oo supremacy in India, one feels tempted to praise even thieves and 
dacoits. Is it not degrading, for instance, to think of a wily officer like Lord 
Clive as the pillar of the British Empire? We are living peacefully and 
happily under British rule; we enjoy not ouly security of life and property, but 
also freedom of speech and we know full well that if the English lose India, 
their loss will mean our ruin. Still, our sense of duty obliges us to point 
out the defects of British rule. It is also because we are anxious to see the 
British Government freed from blame that we ask whether the Maharaja 
Holkar abdicated or was deposed. 


On the 8rd July 1890, a member of Parliament said :— 


: ‘‘ The whole history of our transactions with Native Princes shows that 
a én we have hankered to take their money, their land, and their position, we 
ave used vices which appeared at the time to suit our purposes and helped us 
to gain our ends.” 


_ It is for the Pioneer itself to say why it has raised questions in reply t 
which we have had to say all this Did | ’ oe 

_ The question here for determination is whether the Maharaja Holkar’s 
abdication was voluntary or forced. It did not suit the Pioneer to propose the 
question in this form, because, if it did, it might have been called upon to 
divulge matters which have not come to the knowledge of the public. What 
the wri(ers in that paper, therefore, proposed to prove was that the Maharaja was 
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incapable of ruling his state and left all worldly cares of his own will and 
accord. 

It would have been possible to discuss this question, if all secret letters 
bearing on the subject had been published. So long as those letters remain 
unpublished, the public have no other data to go upon than the praises which 
were formerly bestowed upon the Maharaja by Government officials in their 
public utterances. How then can they suddenly believe that the Maharaja 
was an incompetent ruler? We know that Sivaji Rao is not older than Lord 
Curzon, that he was not incapable of ruling his State, that after five years’ 
of his rule he received praise from a previous Viceroy. Yet, he retired 
from his rulership at so early an age, leaving the burden of the State to 
rest on the incapable shoulders of his son, who is yet only a child. Having 
regard to these and several other facts, how can the public take the Gov. 
ernment at its word, especially when they know that ‘ Residents are not 
always perfect, that Residents sometimes quarrel with a Prince and that 
matters are alleged as facts which do not always bear the test and scrutiny 
of examination ?’’ 

We could not have ventured to publicly discuss cases of injustice and 
oppression if the English character had been devoid of nobleness and 
liberality. If the keynote of British rule had been brute force, then the people 
living under it would not, it is true, have ventured to give any public 
expression, by word or hint, to their displeasure, but would have constantly 
prayed in their hearts for the downfall of the English and conspiracy and 
intrigue would have been rife everywhere. But we are living, not under a 
regimé of brute force, but under a nation which possesses a world-wide fame for 
magnanimity, which spent millions of money from its own treasury for the 
liberation of the black slaves in Africa, and which has produced well-wishers of 
India like Ripon, Bradlaugh, Bright, Fawcett and Hume. We are subjects of 
the great and independent Briton. And it is because we love our rulers that 
we often speak out our minds freely. , 


VI.—MIsceLLANEOUS. 


52. The Bharat Mitra [Calcutta] of the 21st February has the 
us following :— ; 
ae propenes application of Mr. Lord Curzon has done nothing but console the 
pps donation. ; ; , ; 
people of India with sweet words since he assumed 
the charge of the Indian Viceroyalty. Heis always anxious to have money, 
and the question of the growing poverty of India has never formed the subject 
of his consideration. It was for helping the pvor people of India that an 
American millionaire gave three lakhs of rupees. But with this sum Lord 
Curzon is going to build a hospital for the treatment of people bitten by dogs 
and an institute for the prosecution of Agricultural researches. Thanks to 
Lord Curzon who proposes to spend the money in this way. 

isi 53. The Rangalaya [Calcutta]| of the 25th 

enemas etre Ae Pelee hen te ovine J 


Letter from Hades to Abu Hossein, writien by the Badshah Harun-ul-Rashid. 
(No. 2.) _ 


My prar ABU, 


It is long since that through the medium of this Rangalaya newspaper, 
I wrote you a letter. I did not so long wish to trouble you with any corre- 
spondence because you were very busy. Now that you have got some leisure, 
let me say my last word and make my exit, for the coarse and dense 
atmosphere of this earth does not suit me. 
_ ~The sight of your Delhi Darbar has struck me dumb. In human society 
ride of descent is very strong. Those that even now proudly refer to the 
act that their ancestors, when I was living, were ruling, princes in India, 
have been made by you to wander about like cats and dogs, They have 
moved about looking like so many ornaments of your State procession. You 
are a child of Mprses a J ;, the smell of modernness, which is inherent in your 
family, is making itself clearly perceived, and yet even as you are, what 4 
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monkey-dance have you made these members of ancient families dance, and 
not content with making them dance, you have in your collocation of words 
ut together widely different entities, just as the great grammarian Panini has 


made one rule ap licable to words so widely different in meaning as ‘‘dog,”’ 
" “youth,” and “lord of the gods.” By saying ‘princes and peoples of India” 
r gu have reduced the authority and prestige of (he princes, and if by the 
8 mere employment of words one could become an Emperor, you have become 
r was With one act of yours I am extremely delighted. You are the Viceroy, 
d a great man for the nature of your service. What I am exceedingly glad of 
0 ‘3 that while you accorded the second seat to the Emperor’s brother you 
g occupied the first yourself. If one must indulge in self-assertion, this is 
. really the way to do it. But this has revealed a family secret to the Indians, 
ot who are now able to clearly see that you lack the feeling of loyalty to the 
at sovereign, and that everyone of you is in his own estimation a somebody. 
y Those that are unable to accord due honours to their own sovereign, or to the 
members of the royal family, will never succeed in making a conquored people 
d loyal. So far, however, as you are personally concerned, you have made a 
d clever move. It is true that from the standpoint of your political etiquette 
le you have done the right thing, but in such matters the Indians do not care 
ic nor are they able to understand nice and subtle distinctions. 
y The courage shown by you in another act of yours has astonished me. 
d Delhi is India’s cremation or burial-ground. Inthe central spot in that 
a cremation ground, a spot which, like Ravan’s funeral pyre, is ever associated 
r with burning recollections in the Indian mind—in that Dewanikhas hall 
e enlarged for the occasion with the aid of imitation art, you have indulged in 
f eating and drinking, dancing and jumping. In the palace where youth and 
f beauty, magnificence and pride had once bloomed forth to be destroyed by 
t the murderous hand of Time, you imported English beauty, English youth, 
and English magnificence, and amused yourself by holding a merry ball. 
The only wonder is that the ashes from the funeral pyre of that cremation 
ground did not, while flying in the air, besmear your faces. 1 am wandering 
: about from one cremation ground to another and enhancing the beauty of m 


spiritual body by means of the ashes of my past recollections of the earth. 
Never did I dream that you, too, like myself, were an adept in this art. The 
sight of your outlandish dance and secret love-making made Jahangir place 
his head on Nurjahan’s shoulders and shed profuse tears, while it made 
Aurungzebe tear his moustache in a rage. The music of your piano made 
Jahinara and Rosinara sing songs of sorrow. Is it proper for men to dance 
in a place which daily witnesses the dance of spirits? 

Really brilliant were your fireworks. But you could not see what I saw 
by means of their light. When the fireworks began to illuminate the sky, I 
there saw the Musalman Emperors grinning. Sultana Rizzia danced while the 
rockets were being let off. But her dancing was only expressive of ridicule. 
Once the sky grew very luminous just over the Nizam’s head. Do you know 
why? Because just at that moment the spirit of old Asafjah, who was stand- 
ing in the air over the head of the Nizam, exclaimed ‘‘ You have now to make 
an atonement for the act which was done by one.” ‘There was great commo- 
oy: at oe time among the spirits who filled the sky above Delhi, that city 
of spirits, 

__ When the retainers of the Native Princes were moving in processiun, the 
sight of the armour and accoutrements of ancient India made the spirit of old 
Jay Sinha exclaim: ‘Those days of ours are gone.” I am very glad that 
even now you love to see the old style. Either you are all by nature indiffer- 
ent to worldly matters or excessively fond of play. Those that can play so 
many games on the plains of Delhi are either men who, though living, have 
attained spiritual emancipation or such as are intoxicated with the love of 
sport. The world is, indeed, a play-ground, but at times it becomes necessary 
to change the way and the style of playing. ) 
_ We all went to see your stale celebration in Calcutta, and greatly enjoyed . 
it. Considering the circumstances, everything went off smoothly, and we 
returned well pleased. Aurungzebe was telling me that you can, if so minded, 
make this Bengal either Christian or Musalman, Alumgir is doing that work 


SANJIVANI, 
Feb. 26th, 1903. 


NMIHIR-O-SUDHAKAR, 
Feb. 27th, 1903. 


BANGAVASI, 
Feb. 28th, 1903, 
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silently: so largely is the Musalman population increasing that in another 
hundred years Bengal will become a Musalman country. But the pity is 
there is no man in Bengal. This time I bid you farewell for good, and we 
shall meet no more. May you enjoy everlasting life and happiness and be 


able to achieve such success in all succeeding births. 


Your well-wisher, 


HARunN-vL-RAsnhip. 


54, The Sanjivani (Caicutta] of the 26th February writes as follows :— 
Lord Curzon is generally blamed for not 
teed Occapa oni foe. question having granted any large concession to the Indian 
O rencensions in mee yeople on the occasion of the Delhi Darbar, But 
His Excellency is really not to blame for it. He 
forwarded to Lord George Hamilton a proposal to reduce the salt and income- 
taxes on that occasion, but His (.ordship refused it. His Excellency then 
wrote to His Majesty that as the scheme of the Delhi Darbar was entirely 
oriental in character he did not think it right that the oriental practice of 
making remissions of taxes on such occasions should be departed from, and 
that he therefore wished to resign his Viceroyalty in order that another Viceroy 
might come and hoid the Darbar. [His Majesty presented the whole matter 
to the Cabinet. ‘The Prime Minister wrote to His Excellency that His Majesty 
had no right to enhance or reduce a tax, and that His Excellency’s eneeal was 
contrary to English practice. For Mr. Balfour Lord Curzon had the same 
word as he had written to the King—that he would resign if his proposal was 
rejected. ‘he Cabinet then approved of his proposal. It was thus that in the 
Delhi Darbar Lord Curzon was able to hold out hopes of a future reduction of 
taxation. We have heard that during the debate on the next budget His 
Excellency will proclaim a reduction of the salt-tax and the raising of the 
minimum assessable income to Rs. 1,000. His whole conduct in this matter 
bespeaks not a little spirit and courage on his part. 


55. The Mihti-o-Sudhakar | Calcutta! of the 27th February says that 

" ’ , Government is now showing a very laudable soli- 

men ration of ancient monu-  Gitude to preserve the ancient monuments of the 

country. The Viceroy himself is the foremost 

advocate of this measure, and his zeal is seconded by many high officials. The 

Hon’ble Mr. Bolton made some very important remarks the other day, in the 

Asiatic Society, in connection with the preservation of the ancient monuments 

of Gaur and Pandua. Here is an opportunity for educated Musalmans to 

rescue from oblivion the numerous Musalman monuments that exist in those 
two places, 


56. The Bangavasi (Calcutta) of the 28th February has the following in 
continuation of its previous comments on the 
Viceroy’s Bengal Chamber of Commerce speech 
[see Report on the Native Papers for 28th Febru- 
ary 1903, paragraph 52.) :— oo 

The Viceroy said :— 


‘Gentlemen, to me ths argument that the influx of foreign capital into 
India, is a source of impoverishment, and it drains away the wealth of the 
country, has always seemed to be a foolish and a dangerous illusion: foolish 
because 1t ignores the rudiments of ecomomic science ; dangerous, because it 
is calculated to retard the developments which it has in view.” : 

Modern Political Economy does indeed teach us, and it teaches rightly, 
that capital, whether indigenous or foreign, increases the wealth of a country 
when judiciously invested But the point is, whom does this increased wealth 
enrich ? In the present circumstances of this country and in these days of 
free trade, it would be wrong to say that all trades carried on with the aid 
of foreign capital are sources of impoverishment to this country. Now that 
steam machines have taken the place of hand-machines and European and 
American manufactures are ruining native industries and flooding the country ; 
now that native labourers are without employment, and the Indians are them- 
selves unable to start business on the joint-stock . system, the establishment 


The Viceroy’s Chamber of 
Commerce speech. 
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of mills with foreign capital must prove slightly profitable to Indians: it 
would give employment to a number of native clerks and labourers and enable 
Indians at large to buy the outturn of those mills cheaper than similar articles 
imported from Europe. | 

But then the wealth acquired by European capitalists do not remain 
ermanently in this country. When those capitalists have enlarged their capital 
10 or 12 times, they carry it to their native country and employ it there in 
some profitable investment. This, Lord Curzon cannot deny, is injurious to 
the country. ; 

But no law, as we have remarked before, is of universal application. 
What is true of mills worked with foreign capital is not true of mines worked 
with foreign capital. In time the mines will be exhausted and the country 
will be the poorer by the amount of gold extracted from them. What would 
Englishmen say if German capitalists were to work coal mines at Newcastle ? 
Why are Englishmen in Canada and Australia so afraid of Chinamen ? 

The Viceroy has severely rebuked native capitalists for their backwardness 
in investing their capital. ‘‘ The hoarded wealth of this country,” says His 
Excellency, ‘‘ amounts to 825 crores of rupees.” We have, of course, no 
information as to the authority on which this estimate is based. But we 
admit that native capitalists are backward in investing their capital. There 
are many reasons, however, why native capitalists should be reluctant to 
employ their capital. Native capitalists guard their hoards as jealously as 
gnomes, because they are unaccustomed to manufacturing industry, because 
they do not conduct business on the joint-stock system like Europeans and 
therefore run far more serious risks, and because the ways of making money 
open to Indians are far less numerous than those open to Europeans. ‘Then 
native industries, as soon as they are started, are hampered by vexatious and 
uncalled for restrictions: witness the Factories Act, the Mining Act, and the 
duty on cotton yarn, Government has, of course, passed these measures with 
the best of intentions, but they have nevertheless tended to create an 
impression in the minds of Indians that they will never be able to 
compete successfully with European mill-owners. That is why the Pioneer 
says :— 

‘¢ There are countervailing duties in the case of certain cotton goods; 
what guarantee can Lord Curzon or any other Viceroy give that when, say, 
steel rails and railway material generally are manufactured in India in large 
quantities—under Mr. Tata’s scheme for example—there will not be another 
mandate issued for countervailing duties on these in their turn? The iron- 
masters and colliery-owners in England command many votes, just as the 
Lancashire mill-owners do, and like the latter they may take alarm when they 
see Indian enterprise seriously threatening their trace.”’ 

The Pioneer further says that native capitalists will not invest capital 
in manufacturing industry so long as the duties on native manufactures are 
not repealed. 

Lord Curzon’s self-confidence has astonished us. His Lordship is in-the 
habit of making very severe reflections on those who do not agree with him. 
There are many such reflections in the present speech. But English political 
economists, from Adam Smith down to Marshall, are found to disagree among 
themselves on many points, and the difference is as marked between the 
English economists on the one hand and continental and American economists 
ou the other. That is why John Ruskin has said such hard things of Political 


Economy. Lord Curzon has not, therefore, done well to-characterise the views © 


of native writers as ‘‘ copy-book fallacies.” 
07. The same paper thanks Lord Curzon for his kind treatment of the 


sacl Ontson'o kindness. = dinieaad in 1808 by the then District Collector. 
58. The Tripura Hitaishi[Comilla] of the 3rd March says that according 
om to Mr. Fuller, the present Chief Commissioner of 
Assam, “°le# tefuse to go to Assam, coolies refuse to goto Assam because they 
ee lose caste by so doing. Mr. Fuller is mistaken. 
Coolies refuse to go to Assam not because they lose their caste, but because 


they lose their lives there, Sir Henry Cotton knew this well. ie 


, 
/ 


late sheristadar of the Bogra Collectorate who was 


BANGAVASI, 


TRIPURA 
HITalIsegy, 


Mar. 3rd, 1903, | 


whan 
‘ io wig iy Ag ARS i eae 
aoe Pee a Sr s Sey Dt ere es 5 hee cf ue 
a - . 
. adel , 
ores WP pan ‘ Pee" ee ante _ “~ tes 
> 2 * ¥ x De 4 ~ Pie eae 
Be ©. Ys aah ~ e é 
mene 
- OOS OI 
vo Pv: 3 aay . 


( 212 ) 


Urryva PAPERS, 


59. The Uriya and Navasamvad, [Balasore] of the 18th February states 


URIYA AND 


NavaSAMVAD. that there was a very heavy shower of ‘tain in 
Feb, 18th, 1008, Hain in the Balasore and Cut- the Balasore town, accompanied with 4 hail. 


- — storm, and that this rainfall was confined to a smal] 
area. The Samvadvahika [Balasore] of the 19th February givesa similar 
account, and adds that this shower was injurious to the mangocrop. The 
Utkaldipika [Cuttack] of the 21st February states that the weather has become 
foul on account of continuous rainfall, and observes that such unseasonable 
rainfall cannot but be injurious to the standing crops. 


Uriva AND 60. The Uriya and N ee of the 18th February is sorry 
NavasaMVaD, ° ° ° ‘ 
oc. ae, sii ins Hele Sil to state that cholera is still raging in the Balasore 


town, and that 20 persons have already succumb. 
ed to the disease. The negligence of the Balasore Municipality in the health 
and sanitation branches has been more than made up for by the untiring 
exertions of Mr. Egerton, the District Magistrate of Balasore, who personally 
visited the cholera-infected houses and made suitable arrangements for the 
treatment of the patients. The writer admires Mr, Egerton’s genuine 
sympathy with the people of his district. Its contemporary of the Samvad- 


vahika [Balasore] of the 19th February, however, states that cholera has abated 
a great deal in the week under report. 
UTKALDIPIEA, 61. The Utkaldipika [Cuttack] of the 21st February states that fever is 
Feb, 2lst, 1903 Fever in Cuttack town. prevalent in the Cuttack town. 
URIYA AND 62. The Uriya and Navasamvad ( Balasore] of the 18th February approves 
NAVASAMVAD, 


of the takavi proceedings of Mr. Egerton, Collector 
of Balasore, who consulted with local zamindars 
with a view to take steps to make advances tv the helpless raiyats of that 
district under the Agriculturists’ Loans Act, 1884. : 


Feb, 18th, 1903. Takavi in the Balasore district. 


URIYA AND 63. The same paper regrets to report the occurrence of an extraordi- 
NavasaMvan, nary dacoity in village Tilpada near Kamarda in 


ity, ancoity in the Balasore dis- district Balasore. The dacoits came armed and 
ct. : ; : apie 

with torches in their hands, entered the house of 
a zamindar and carried away things valued at about Rs. 500 without any 
difficulty or obstruction. It 1s said that some of the culprits have already 
been arrested. 


UrIvA AND 64, Referring to the observation of its contemporary of the Bangavasi 
Marana. [Calcutta] that the Hindu community have been 
alarmed by the report that the Government desire 
| to interfere with the management of the Puri 
temple by appointing a Commission to enquire into its affairs, the same paper 
explains that Government was compelled to take action, when it saw that 
repeated warnings given to the Raja of Puri, in his capacity of Superintendent 
of the Puri Temple, did not improve the character of the temple management 
in any way. The writer finds fault with the Hindu community, who have 
slept over the matter for a long time, and hopes that Government can improve 


the management of the temple without interfering in its internal affairs to any 
great extent. | 


The question of the management 
of the Puri temple. 


URIYA AND 65. Referring to the election of Municipal Commissioners for the Balasore 
FI Municipality to be held on the 30th March 1903, 
soto Meniientite. eens the same paper advises the rate-payers to elect 


really competent persons, who have time and 


energy to be of real use to their constituents and not tobe duped by the 
_ sweet words of irresponsible place-hunters. — | 


beeper | 66. The Utkaldipika (C uttack] of the 2lst February draws the attention 
ob dist, 1903. ‘A bad tank in Cuttack town, Of the Cuttack Municipality to the insanitary and 
ee filthy condition of' the Gangamandir tank, whose 
eastern bathing-ghat has become simply abominable, and points out that the 

oni non urgent notice, as a large number of men and women bathe there 


i ) 
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67. The Jhankara correspondent of the same paper states that although 

ae lint in the *0°, Payers, of water-rate in that part of the 
C An ire riot onheme "’ Cuttack district executed kabuliyats for canal 
’ water, their paddy fields were watered long after a 
great portion of their paddy crop had been damaged by the last drought. The 
Executive Engineer of the Mahanadi Division, at the request of the rate- 

ayers, ordered the remission of a certain portion of the canal rates. Seeing 
that full rates are going to be realised, the correspondent urges that the canal 
authorities should take all the circumstances of the case into their kind con- 
sideration and make some remission. 

68. The same correspondent further states that though theft cases are 
frequent in that part of the Cuttack district, no 
serious attempt is made to bring the offenders to 
justice, for the chaukidars and daffadars are said 
to have proved unequal to the occasion by neglecting their duties. 


69. ‘The Banki correspondent of the same paper states that great want of 
: drinking water is felt in village Kantapanhoora in 
_ Water scarcity ina khas mahal the Banki estate in the district of Cuttack, and that 
sideale cagiauibecuraey though the inhabitants of that village applied to 
the late tahsildar of Banki to excavate a tank in that village at the expense of 
Government, nothing was done in the matter. In drawing the attention of 
the Collector of Cuttack and the Sub-Deputy Collector of Banki to this 
crying want of the villagers, the correspondent hopes that prompt action may 
be taken, as Banki isa Government estate, while the editor supports him b 
suggesting that a source of water-supply can be easily secured by the help 
of the estate’s improvement fund. 


70, Referring to the Puri Raja’s case, which was restored to the file of 
Maulvi Abdul Salam, Deputy Magistrate, Cuttack, 
under the revisional orders of the Calcutta High 
Court, the same paper bemoans the lot of the Puri Raja and others, similarly 
circumstanced, who are compelled to spend large sums of money to protect 
themselves against the consequences of the improper, injudicious and high- 
handed proceedings of young Magistrates like Mr. Fischer of Cuttack with no 
hopes of recovering the same by any process of law. 


71. Referring to the order of the Honourable Judges of the High Court 
on the petition of Mr. B. C. Seal, praying for 
relief against the insinuating or defamatory state- 
ments, affecting his character, made by Mr. Fischer, 
District Magistrate of Cuttack, in the course of proceedings in connection with 
the Puri Raja’s case, the same paper deplores the novel character of the judg- 
ment that directs Mr. Seal to goto Mr. Fischer for relief, when relief might 


have been easily granted by the Honourable Judges if they were convinced of 
Mr. Seal’s innocence. 


72. Referring tothe petition of Raja Baikunthanath De Bahadur of 

; Balasore to the Viceroy, praying for the grant of a 

Ph ts, ee in ie separate Provincial Government to Orissa, includ- 
districts. ype ® ing Sambalpur and Ganjam, or for the amalgamation 


of the Uriya-speaking districts under one Provincial 


Thefts in Jhankara in the Cut- 
tack district. 


The Puri Raja's case. 


The High Court in Mr. B.C. 
Seal’s matter. 


UTKALDIPIEA, 


Feb. 21st 1903. 


UTKALDIPIKA, 


UTKALDIPIKA. 


USKALDIPIKA. 


UTKALDIPIKA. 


UTKALDIPIKA. 


Government, like Bengal, the Central Provinces, or Madras, the same paper 


points out that the population and income of all the Uriya-speaking districts, 
including the Tributary and Feudatory States, are not such as to bear the 
cost of a separate Provincial Government, whereas the alternate proposal of 
bringing these districts under the Central Provinces or the Madras Government 
is, 28 explained in a previous report, simply absurd. The only proposal that 
can, if carried out, bring happy results in the end is to bring all the Uriya- 
speaking districts urder the Bengal Government. The writer points out that 
the Raja Bahadur represents his own views, and that he did not consult the 

riyas, whom he professes to represent, before submitting his petition to the 

overnment of India. The editor therefore hopes that the India Government 
will look upon the Raja Bahadur’s proposal for what it is worth, namely, as 
one emanating from the Kaja sm himself, and having no countenance 
either trom the Uriyas or their true representatives. A statement in the 


\ 
\ 
\ 


ii dll 
ae — 
fans ° Sree ee 
oy By ~~ f 4. - 
ven ny Siigeae tn we 
es ae R 


URBIYA AND 
NAVASAMVAD, 


Feb. 18th, 1903. 


B, 5. Pross—7469C-~78—11.8.1908—W. H.S 


( 214 ) 


Pioneer that the Government of India are considering the question of bringin 
all the Uriya-speaking districts under the Central Provinces Government has 
made all the Uriyas very uneasy, and they suspect that the aforesaid petition 
of the Raja Bahadur has had something to doin the matter. ‘They are there. 
fore determined to throw the Kaja Bahadur overboard, as he did not choose 
to consult his constituents before running up to the Supreme Government, and 


they cry out in bitter mental anguish “God! save us from our friends,” 


73. The Uriya and Navasamvad | Balasore jof the 18th February states that 

ray are. hunter, > to Mangalpur in district Bala. 
A tiger bagged and the hunter sore, killed a huge tiger, which had committed 
rewarded in the Balasore disirict. =) ations in that part of the Balasore district. 


The shikari obtained a reward of Rs, 25 from the Collector of Balasore, to 
whom the man-eater was brought. 


BENGAL! ‘TRANSLATOR’S OFFICE, CHUNDER NATH BOSE, 
The 7th March, 1903. 
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